Glass, wood, bronze craftsmanship
- highlighted at relocated Folliard Gallery

HIRD WARD newcomer

I Tory Folliard enticingly ex-

plores the interfacc between
* fine arts and applied crafts in “New
Forms,” a bizarre but beguiling
group effort that holds forth
through Oct. 18 at the Folliard
Gallery, freshly relocated at 233 N.
Milwaukee St.

High-quality workmanship is in
abundant supply in the cast-glass
sculptures of Janusz Walentynow-
icz, the inlaid, veggie-inspired fur-
niture of Craig Nutt, the cast-
bronze screens of Linda Rosenus
Walsh and the curious, quasi-envi-
ronmental pieces of Lib and Eric

Cummings, who sign their work, "

simply, L.E. Cummings.

Of the group, Walentynowicz —
born in Poland and trained in Den-
mark and the US — is the most
riveting and intense. A friend and
sometime associate of the Illinois-
based painter and sculptor Nicho-
las Africano, he shares Africano’s
concern with the solitary figure,
ruminating poetically on the hu-
man condition.

But Walentynowicz’s craftsman-
ship, intricately layered and with
an expressionistic touch, heightens
the emotional clout and lends a
distinctly personal signature.

By contrast, Nutt, a master

woodworker who transforms cu-
cumbers into nuclear weapons in
“Nuke/Cuke™ and sends lethal-
looking peppers aloft in “Flying
Cayenne,” is positively light-heart-
ed, albeit socially minded.

So, for that matter, is Walsh,
whose lighter-than-air screens
(sand-cast and welded, then given a
brilliant patina) would honor any

garden.

Of particular interest is a single
subtle piece, entirely fashioned
from wood, by Tom Eckert. Juxta-
posing a knife and a piece of wom-
an’s underwear, this maple/linden
creation, beautifully lacquered,
contrasts softness and hardness,
sharpness and vulnerability.

Foreshortened but totally per-
suasive, it is at once amusing and
chilling — a good example of the
sort of statement that can be made,
in muted but telling terms, by the
fine crafts.

Rounding out the show are di-
verse works by Ramona Audley,
Christopher Berti, John Lewis, Da-
vid Swanson and Russel Vogt. Gal-
lery hours are 1! a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays and 11 am. to 4 p.m.
Saturday. There is no admission
charge.

— James Auer

LiNDA ROSENUS WALSH'S “Musical
Chair: Cynthia,” in bronze, is at
the Folliard Gallery.
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